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used as intermediates 



Kn N 4 -acylcytidine deriv. 
NHR, 



typically a cpd. of formula (I) 
(R|. R 2 is acyl such as aliphat< 
I ' ic **yl groups, e.g., acetyl, 

propionyl. n-butyryl, iiobutyr- 
J J yl» n-valeryl, n-caproyi. 

Cr^tf. stearoyl, and aromatic acyl 

groups, e.g., benzoyl, naphth- 
|floyl. etc.; R„ R 1 is acv l. 1,1 
alkylidene group or alkoxy- 111 
methyl group, etc.), is heated 
in an alcohol (e.g., (m)ethanol 
(I) butanol. methyl cellosolve, 

^ propylene glycol, ethylene gly- 

col, 2. 3-butylene glycol, phenols, naphthols. etc.) at 50- 
200*C, pref. 130-150-C. while stirring for 30 mins. - 50 
hrs., pref. in the presence of a nitrogen -contg. hetero- 
cyclic cpd., e.g. imidazole, pyridine, etc., as a catalyst 
for accelerating the reaction. 
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1H The desired de-K-acyUted cods , are obtd. h y ^t f< . m >. 
ly simple procedures in high yields. Prods, are used in 
chemically modifying the base moiety of cytidine. 
EXAMPLE 



3.35 g of N^'^'.S^tetrabenzoylcytidine was added to 100 
ml of methyl cellosolve, and the mixture was heated under 
reflux for 24 hours. After the reaction, the solvent was 
evaporated under reduced pressure, and the residue was 
silica gel chromatographied (chloroform -methanol = 96:4 by 
volume) to obtain a fraction of Z* ,3* .S'-trl-o-benzoylcytidine. 
The fraction was concentrated, and to the residue was added 
methanol. The resulting gel was washed several times with 
petroleum ether to obtain 2.56 g (92%) of powders. Re- 
crystallization from ethanol. gave a pure product. 
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